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Beginning of a New Academic Year – 6th July 2020 

This academic year 2020-2021 commenced on the 6th July 2020 for our staff members. The ever 
so enthusiastic team jumped straight in to planning and preparation for the classes that are 
scheduled to be open for students from the 20th July 2020.  

 

6th July 2020  – DP and MYP Collaboration Meeting 

The discussion on how to prepare the DP and MYP students for this crucial year of schooling was 
done. The discussion prevailed on the most important aspects of what the students and the staff 
needed to focus. A well planned derivative was achieved by the end of this collaboration. 

6th July 2020 - Understanding Enhanced 
Making the PYP Happen 

Participants: School head Principal, PYP 
coordinator and PYP facilitators 

*An interactive online Brainstorming quiz 
session was conducted by the PYP coordinator, 
Ms. Susan Pramod, for the PYP teachers on how 
to implement Enhanced PYP in the classrooms.  

*The teachers actively participated and had a 
discussion on the various aspects of effective 
teaching.  

 

07th July 2020 – DP and MYP CAS Collaboration Meeting           

Meeting with the Programme Co-ordinators Ms. Sangeetha and Ms.Vidya, the CAS Coordinator 
Ms. Dharakeswari and the DP 2 Students.The discussion on the completion of the CAS portfolio 
and preparation and presentation for the interview was done. 

08th July 2020 – Collaboration on Extended Essay            

Meeting with the Diploma Programme Co-ordinator Ms. Sangeetha, the Extended Essay 
Coordinator Ms. Vidya Sagari, the EE Supervisors and the Subject Teachers.  

The below points were discussed 

 Discussion with the DP Co-ordinator, the Extended Essay Coordinator, the EE Supervisors 
and the Subject Teachers regarding Extended Essay in the IBDP 

 An introduction about the IB Diploma Programme and its Programme Model; requisites 
for successful completion of the programme 

 A brief outline of the core in the IBDP 
 An in-depth introduction to Extended Essay: with regard to the choice of subject and topics 

and word-count 



 Requisites of the EE: in terms of working hours, consultation sessions with the supervisors 
and also the 

 Researcher’s Reflection Space (RRS) 
 Explanation about the role of a supervisor and the assessment criteria (in detail) 

 
08th July 2020- MYP Horizontal Planning  

Discussion with the MYP Co-ordinator and the teachers regarding Horizontal Planning in 

the MYP (2020-21); In-depth discussion on the different sections of the course overview 

document, unit wise.Special focus on the different requisites to be looked after in the 

subjects in terms of addressing the key concept, related concepts, global context and 

explorations, assessment criteria and service as action; a minimum of 50 teaching hours for 

each subject group in a year; addressing the ATL Skills and planning the Summative 

Assessments. 

09th July 2020 – Assessment Practice 

 Meeting with the Diploma Programme Co-ordinator Ms. Sangeetha, and the Subject 
Teachers was held. A brief outline of the subject groups and an in-depth insight about the 
selection processes in terms of choice of Higher Level and Standard Level 

10th July 2020 – Course Outline and TOK Discussion 

 Meeting with the Diploma Programme Co-ordinator Ms. Sangeetha, and the Language 
and Literature Teacher Ms. Sharanya regarding the Course Outline. Discussion about 
the different components of the Course in terms of the specifications for SL and HL in 
terms of number of works to be studied and their categorization, and also the requisites 
from the IB with regard to assessments. 

 An In-depth discussion about the types of works addressed in the course and the ways 
in which they are approached. 

 Special Focus on the Internal Assessment component of the subject group- Individual 
Oral, with a detailed overview of the Mock assessments planned and also, a proposal of 
timeline for completion of the portions in Years 1 and 2 of the Programme. 
Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge- with special attention on ‘knowledge’ and 

knowing about knowing; an extended discussion about the meaning of theory, 
knowledge claims and questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 11th July 2020- Career Counselling: 

A Webinar on career counselling by Ms.Chandra 
Majumder was held for our students of DP on 11th July 
2020. It was a very informative session and the students 
and the parents benefited from this initiative by Gen Next 
Education. 

 

 

13th July 2020 – Webinar on Profile Building by Gen Next Education 

Webinar hosted by Ms. Chandra Majumder from Gen Next Education on profile building 

 Ms. Chandra provided detailed understanding on what is profile building, the 

importance of profile building and ways to build a student’s profile. 

 Special focus on the myths and facts of profile building.  

 Detailed discussion on the planning of profile building, a brief instruction on what a 

student should do from MYP 3 to DP 2 and the pointers to be addressed each year.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13/07/2020 – Personal Project Collaboration 

Meeting with the MYP Co-ordinator, the Personal Project 

Co-ordinator, the students and the supervisors regarding 

choice of a highly challenging goal.Discussion with the MYP 

Co-ordinator, the Personal Project Co-ordinator, the students 

and the supervisors regarding choice of a highly challenging 

goal.A detailed explanation of the differential aspects of the 

process of goal-setting; also, the constraints in practical 

implementation of certain goals due to the lockdown scenario 

were discussed.A brief note about the role of a challenging 

goal in the different levels a student is bound to achieve in 

the assessment process of the personal project. Special 

guidance to the students in refining their goal. 

 

17th July 2020 - Orientation Session: Online Teaching Platform- Google Classroom 

Meeting with the MYP Co-ordinator, the DP Co-ordinator and the teachers regarding the 

Procedures for Teaching Online through the Google Classroom platform.The teachers were given 

a run through on how to navigate around the online teaching platform to enable a smooth 

transition from the Classrooms to the Virtual Classroom sessions. 

 

 

 

 



19th-July-2020 – Framing Rules and Regulation for Virtual Classroom 

Framing Rules &Regulations of the virtual classroom practices and brainstorming session quiz 
along with discussion in meeting the standards &practices of the PYP. 

 Brainstorming on the needs to frame rules and regulations  
 

 Disciplinary measures were taken into consideration and discussed 
 All the PYP teachers actively participated by setting rules for their students. 
 The rules were based on the pros and cons of students learning and the challenges faced 

by the teachers to proceed in teaching the students. 
 There was a quiz session conducted that had open- ended question, the teachers 

participated enthusiastically in answering and gave real- life examples to the answers. 
 The quiz had all the essential elements of the PYP 
 ATL-Approaches to Learning & ATT-Approaches to Teaching were discussed 
 Discussion and Reflection of the PYP programme 
 Review on the Programme of Inquiry and the need to update the same for this academic 

year 2020-2021 
 Standards and Practices of teaching were reviewed. 

 

24th July 2020 - Career Counseling  

The Gateway IB school Career counseling department along with 
Gen Next Education organized the webinar for MYP 5 to DP 
2 students & Parents on  Roadmap to College Application Process 
and Essay Writing Tips Webinar on 24th July. The webinar gave a 
clear insight into the university admission process. Students from 
various schools all over India participated in the webinar.  

 

 

20th July 2020 - DP Student Orientation Programme 

Orientation aids in taking forward our expectations to progress and gives us the feel everything is 
possible.The DP1 and DP2 students had orientation programme on 20th and 21st of July 2020. 
The session was interactive and informative. The DP 2 students shared their knowledge on 
IBDP programme with DP1 students along with teachers’ orientation. The entire course 

structure was presented with various activities enabling the new comers to have a clear picture 
on Diploma Programme. 

 

 



20th July 2020 – MYP Students Orientation Program 

Education is at the forefront of global development and International education signifies a new 
strategic direction in comprehensive education, broadening perspectives and building diverse 
connections. A multicultural learning environment is considered an ideal setting to foster 
understanding and appreciation of learners from different backgrounds. This enriches the society 
in the process. This is because learning aims are also associated with the ability to live in harmony 
with each other, the skills to adapt, to be creative, to use multiple intelligences and the adoption of 
attitudes and actions which support a sustainable future for our world and development of the 
learner, in both the cognitive and affective dimensions. 

 

 

 



24th July 2020-  Webinar on Road Map to College Application Process & Essay Writing Tips 

 

Gateway International School in collaboration with Gen Next Education conducted a Zoom 
Webinar on Road Map to College Application Process & Essay Writing Tips, for students and 
parents of MYP 5, DP1 and DP2, on 24th July be.tween 4.00 PM to 5.00 PM. 

Our Principal Ms. Lethisha Harris and the coordinators was the panellist for the session, the 
webinar was conducted by Ms. Chandra Majumder, Manager, College Counselling and Student 
Success of Gen Next Education. The webinar provided proper guidelines to students regarding the 
ways to apply to universities, how to choose the course and university, documentation process, 
essay writing process and other tips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
24th July 2020 - PYP First Unit Introduction Meeting  

All the Parents of PYP 1-5 were waiting and curious for this wonderful opportunity to listen to the 
proceedings of the learning and teachings from their homeroom teachers for the unit. The parents 
were excited to know the plan drafted for the unit learning and they enthusiastically participated in 
the unit introduction session.They made use of this session to interact well and understand the 
learning of the students. They also provided their valuable suggestions that can facilitate learning 
better. 

 The parents gave in their insight on framing the central idea. It made them connect to the theme 
and really enjoyed participating and was happy to be part of the students learning. They also 
justified the reason for better understanding and in-depth inquiry process, teachers then discussed 
the lines of inquiry, key concepts and related concepts and connected to the formative and 
summative assessment, further the integrated subjects along with the subject focus were also 
discussed to the parents and parents were briefed regarding the online learning methodology and 
the tools that were supported to make the class more interesting. 

 

 
25th July 2020 - PYP.Orientation Programme 

The Parents Orientation program for the PYP was 
conducted on 25-07-2020. The session started at 
around 10:00 a.m., with a prayer by Ms. Susan 
Pramod, followed by reading a Bible verse by Ms. 
Sarah Baipa. Our beloved Principal Mrs. Letishia 
Harris addressed the parents highlighting the virtual 
class timings, modes of communication and general 
rules and regulations. She interacted well with the 
parents, encouraging them to play an active role in 
their child's learning process. The session was then 
taken by our PYP Coordinator Ms.Susan Pramod. 
Emphasis was made on how effectively the school is 



providing the students a warm learning environment. Activities based on creating a unit was 
conducted by the teachers to give a hands-on experience of having fun learning in PYP. The new 
parents enthusiastically participated in the activities and interacted well during the session. This 
served as a platform for the parents to learn that a conducive learning environment is created for 
the students where they take ownership of their learning. The parents also clarified their doubts 
regarding the virtual classes and the program. Towards the end, Ms. Saranya, the school resources 
coordinator addressed the parents about the various online resources that are available for the 
students to make use of.   

25th July 2020 - Parents Orientation Program 

Orientation program was conducted on 25th July between 11.30 AM to 12.30 PM on Google meet. 
Our principal Mrs. Lethishia Harris gave an opening speech addressing the MYP parents and 
communicated important aspects of the virtual class planned for this year. Ms. Vidya Sagari the 
coordinator of the middle years programme, gave an orientation on the MYP curriculum by 
presenting the programme model and discussing the various attributes in brief. Ms. Saranya 
discussed the development of the digital library at GIS and provided information on the free 
access of books to students. The program ended with a brief question and answers session between 
the parents and the coordinator. 

 

 



28.07.2020 - MYP Unit planner Session 

Ms. Vidya Sagari the MYP coordinator conducted a session on MYP unit planner. During the 

session the session MYP key concepts, related concepts, global context, statement of inquiry, the 

assessment objectives, ATL skills, formative assessments and teaching strategies was discussed 

with an exemplar unit plan.  The new teacher Ms.Tabinda was given instructions and necessary 

materials to make her own unit plan. 

30th July 2020 - Internal PD workshop - Theory of Knowledge 
 
TOK Co-ordinator Ms. Nishanthini conducted Internal PD workshop for all the DP teachers. 

The newly updated TOK Core Curriculum in the IBDP was discussed in detail. The core theme of 

the curriculum was discussed with interesting activities. The PD workshop is planned till 2nd 

week of August. 



31st July 2020 - Model United Nation (MUN) 2020 Introduction 

Discussion with Ms. Deetya Shetty, Ms. Resham Sinha, Mr. Sahil Thopte, Ms. Letishia Harris, 

Principal – GIS (IB), the MYP Co-ordinator, the DP Co-ordinator, the teachers and the students of 

MYP Years 4 and 5, DP Years 1 and 2 regarding MUN 2020 

 Discussion about MUN 2020 and the objectives 

 A reminder about the procedures followed in a MUN 

An In-depth discussion about the schedule of the GIMUN (Goldcrest International MUN); the 

committees participating (the WHO, UNDP, UNEP, ECOSOC, etc.) and the agenda discussed; the 

MUN process and the aims. 

 

 

 



31st July 2020 - MUN 

MUN is an educational simulation wherein the students get a great opportunity to learn about 
diplomacy, International relations, and the United Nations. It also enables students to develop 
their public speaking skills. Today the students of GIS (MYP 4, MYP5, DP1, and DP2) had an 
insightful collaboration with the students and teachers of Gold Crest International School, Navi 
Mumbai to have a deeper understanding on the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You!!! 
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