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This edition of Newsletter brings to you the events and 

celebrations in the month of January 2021. 
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MYP Collaboration Meeting – 5th Jan 
2021 

 

Meeting with Ms. Vidya, the MYP Co-ordinator and the MYP Subject Teachers regarding 

first term moderation and completing term reports on Managebac. 

The following point was discussed. 

 Scheduled moderation for all subjects, Mathematics MYP1 to MYP 5 and I & S 

MYP1 to MYP 3 moderation done by Ms. Dhara, Sciences moderation done by 

Ms.Nishanthini, I&S MYP 4 and 5, Arts, PHE, Language acquisition, Language 

and literature done by Ms. Vidya. 

 Teacher should complete the moderation and upload the document by Friday. 

 Teachers should complete term examination comments and term report levels and 

comment by Friday. 

 Homeroom teacher must give feedback on managebac. 

 

 

 

 



 

Kindergarten Activities 
K1 and K2 Activity: 

       The students of K1&K2 indulged in a fun and bonding experience with their parents by 

making kites together on account of the harvest festival Pongal. The tiny tots were really 

excited to engage with their parents in the making of the kites and then used their imagination 

to decorate them. 

 

 

Language Acquisition Moderation 

 

Standardisation of levels for Hindi, French and Spanish subject was conducted on Thursday. 

Ms.Vidya Sagari along with Ms. Bagavathi and Mr. Serge moderated the MYP student’s first 

term exam papers.  

 



 

 

Student Led Conference 

 

We organized a Student-Led Conference for students from MYP 1 to MYP4. With a warm 

welcome from the Homeroom Teachers, Ms. Siraj, Ms. Nishanthini, Ms. Glory, Ms. 

Elizabeth, Coordinator, Ms. Vidya, and our beloved Principal, we began our session.  

Our students shared their learning experience with their parents, although it was very 

complicated, they were optimistic enough to introduce themselves on the virtual platform. 

The new skills learned by our students have amazed all parents.  The students made an 

excellent showcase of their success in the learning practice in the individual subject as IB 

learners in the virtual platform in the presence of their parents and teachers.  

The parents received a wonderful experience of understanding the learning outcome of their 

ward through the SLC presentation. The parents revealed their satisfaction and happiness 

through their encouraging and positive feedback on the students’ performance in the 

SLC. Parents really appreciated the work of the students and teachers. They also reported that 

even in this pandemic on the virtual platform, GIS is really working hard and they are happy 

with the student’s performance. They also enjoyed the communication abilities of the 

students. Parents actively filled the feedback shared with them.  



 

 

    K3 Activities: 

    LO: To understand the different types of houses and necessity of houses for all living 

beings. 

        Children were inquired with pictures to identify the different houses of animals, birds 

and human beings and brainstormed about the need for houses for the living beings to live in. 

They used their imagination to draw the images of the different houses along with the 

labelling of the names of the different rooms in the houses. 



 

Rhyming Words: 

    Children were involved in the game to identify if the words rhyme together. Students 

utilized their listening skills to listen to the word pair and identified the words that rhymed 

together. As per the request from the students, they were given freedom to have a peer 

assessment to check their understanding on rhyming words.  

 

        Children were brainstormed with the introduction of different parts of computers that 

can be used by them such as keyboard and use the mouse to type alphabets and their names in 

the computer. They were asked to type their names in the chat box of the google meet daily to 



get used to typing the letters which would be helpful  them improve their learning in the 

virtual environment. 

 

 

 

DP Collaboration Meetings: 

Meeting with the Diploma Programme Co-ordinator Ms. Sangeetha and the 

Subject teachers 

Extended Essay: 

Chemistry and Computer Science- The deadline line for rough draft submission is 19th Jan 

2021 

TOK: 

1. Shathriya and Cathy- Selected title and started with knowledge question 

2. Zach and Dheepak- Selected title and yet to finalise the knowledge question 

Language Acquisition: 

1. Internal oral assessment for Spanish and French- Month of February 

2. Mock question paper- tentative dates- 20th Jan 2021-MYP5 

3. Mock question paper- tentative dates- 27th Jan 2021-DP2 

Internal Assessment: 

1. Physics: Investigation completed. Report will be reviewed after Pongal holidays 

2. Chemistry- Cathy- Experiment completed and started with the 

report.  

3. Dheepak- Experiment completed and report is in progress. 

4. Business Management- The deadline for submitting the rough draft is 20th Jan2021 

5. Economics- Two commentary was completed by the student and 3rd IA 



commentary- rough draft submission 27th Jan2021 

6. History- Shathriya completed and Zach need to add bibliography. 

IA and EE assessment training: 

1. IA and EE assessment training sessions will be conducted from January 18th. 

2. Teachers are requested to present the respective subject requirements and format (font 

size, referencing, coversheet, spacing etc.) for IA. 

 

New Teacher Orientation Programme: 

Teacher Orientation is important to lay a foundation for the new teachers, mainly to 

provide them with concise and accurate information about the ‘how things are done here’ 

to make them more comfortable in their teaching tenure. It contributes to more effective 

and 

productive teaching practices. The IB Programme is a challenging framework that 

encourages both the students and teachers to make practical connections between their 

studies and the real world. 

Ms.Fiona, IBDP & MYP Language and Literature facilitator and Mr.Theleeban, IBDP 

Maths & MYP Mathematics facilitator were given orientation programme on 09th January 

to help them to adapt to the teaching environment. Ms. Sangeetha, DP coordinator gave a 

clear insight into IB curriculum framework structure and Diploma Programme. 

 

 

EYP (Unit 3) & PYP (Unit 4) -UNIT 
INTRODUCTION SESSION 

 

 

• The parents of all grades were allowed to participate and give their valuable 

suggestions on reframing the central idea and the progress of the learning during the 



introductory session of unit. The parents observed the contents of the whole unit 

planning that was explained and comprehended on the contents.   

• Further they ensured that continuous support will be rendered to the students to 

develop their ATL skills. 

The HRT’S showcased the contents through Power point presentation where a 

framework and gist on every subject was discussed upon. The parents were taken 

through a glimpse on how the unit was brainstormed using several interactive 

applications such as padlet and book widgets. They enjoyed the session, provided 

their feedback and suggestions on the concepts that could be included for the present 

theme which is an integral part of the unit. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



PONGAL Celebration – 13th Jan 2021 

Pongalo Pongal !!! 

Its Pongal celebrations at Gateway IB. The teachers took this harvest festival to make the 

students understand the importance of farming and why agriculture is considered the 

backbone of India. A great seed to sow for the young minds !!! 

Needless to say the event was a fun filled one and a necessary one 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 





 

 
PYP Collaboration meeting – 18th Jan 
2021 

 

The Pyp meeting was held on the 18th jan 2021 to discuss the following. 

 

 EYP -PYP: Discussions on the Essence of the PYP- A walkthrough on the 

Transdisciplinary theme and the strategies planned for the unit. 

 

 *Managebac- Consolidated Unit planner and the prior planning for the present unit. 

 

 General teacher’s query 

 

 The Homeroom teachers of the EYP &the PYP had discussed the elements of the PYP 

how they have planned their strategies to implement the best practices during the 

learning engagements. 

 

 Discussions on the central idea, lines of inquiry key and related concepts were 

discussed 

 

 Brainstorming on best ideas and how well it suits the need of teaching in the virtual 

platform were collaborated. 

 

 Scope &sequence with connection to the subject topics were touched upon, the 

teachers articulated the integration of various subjects into the theme. 



 

 Formative &Summative Assessments were discussed at every level of teaching, 

rubrics and the criteria were shared by the teachers.  

 

 

 Reporting in the Managebac, with regard to the unit consolidated unit planners and 

prior planning of the present unit. 

 Outcome: Teachers collaboratively discussed and comprehended the different 

strategies and the completion of the unit, further assessing and reporting was also 

mentioned during the meeting. 

 

 
 

MYP Collaboration – 19th Jan 2021 

Meeting with the Middle Years Programme Co-ordinator and the Subject teachers. 

● Discussion with the MYP Co-ordinator and the Subject Teachers regarding the 

following: 

● Discussion about the Online Classes and physical classroom participation 

especially MYP 5 students. 



● Discussion about the Fist Term Reflection of the students. 

● Discussion about the completion of the course overview. Teachers are supposed to 

complete all the Second term units on or before 15th of April 2021.   

● Discussion about the unit completion of each subject. 

● Subject wise inquiry like Language and Literature, Design, Science, I & S, 

Language Acquisition. 

● Discussion about IDU completion of the units. 

● Discussion about E-Portfolio and reflection of the students.(Ex. Art, Design and 

PHE) 

● Discussion about Summative Assessment Task completion of the students. They 

should complete the task on time and submit the answer paper to the subject 

teachers and also discussed about the Formative task. It must include any one of 

the criteria it should be addressed before the summative task. 

● A gentle reminder for THE FIRST TERM to submit the Service as Action 

activities through the ManageBac planned.  

 

 

 



Math Seminar – 19th Jan 2021 

IB education develops the skills of the students by providing many hands on experience. 

Concerning this a seminar on "Applying Mathematics in real life" was organised in our 

School on 19th Jan 2021 for DP students. The session was conducted by Ms. Vidhya in a 

quite interesting and innovative way 

 

 

  

 
Kindergarten Activities 
K1 and K2 Activities 20th Jan 2021 

The students of K1&&K2 indulged in a fun activity where they learned a new form of 

painting called "splat painting". The tiny tots were very excited and used good colour 

combinations to make their paintings. It was a pleasant sight to see the work of the children. 



 

Students of K1 had fun making a necklace as a part of their introduction to the letter "N". The 

students were very excited to make the necklace using different colors of clay. 

 

 

 

MYP5 Students First Term Performance 
Review with the Principal 

 

The first term examination performance of MYP 5 students was discussed with the principal 

madam, DP coordinator, MYP coordinator and all MYP5 subject teachers. Each student’s 

levels in all the subjects was discussed and reviewed. Subject teachers discussed the strengths 

and weakness of each student in their subject. Principal Madam gave strategies to implement 



on students to improve their levels in the IB MYP eAssessment examination. The following 

strategies will be adapted to improve student’s levels. 

 Differentiated revision plan for students based on their levels. Mainly in subjects link 

Mathematics and Science. 

 More practice on subject specific criteria like investigating, processing data and 

reflection on real life context should be given for each unit. 

 MYP 4 unit revision must be started; simultaneously IB past paper online practice 

must be given for the students. 

 More written and oral practice will be given to students for the upcoming IB 

Language acquisition examination. 

 

Passing of Bills by the students to frame 
safety Guidelines on the Post Covid 19 
lockdown, for a Physical classroom 
environment. 

The PYP students collaboratively framed guidelines to ensure safety measures in a physical 

classroom after the reopening of the school. Further the framed guidelines were addressed 

with the members of the student council for their approval. This activity helped the students 

connect to the central idea and come to an understanding on how Bills become a law in the 

government systems. 

The council members articulated the real -life scenario and connected the passing of the bills 

in the assembly and how the President finalizes the rules. 

The learning experience was indeed so great as the students gained knowledge and developed 

their communication and research skills. 



 

 
 
A GLIMPSE TO THE PYP 5EXHIBITION  
PLANNING 

Introduction to the PYP Exhibition: 

Children were taken through a glimpse into the virtual PYP exhibition. The students watched 

few video presentations on the different IB schools showcasing their PYP exhibition on the 

virtual platform (virtual and face to face exhibition). They were further brainstormed on few 

of the essential documents for the exhibition which helped them understand, that it involves 

working collaboratively to conduct an in-depth inquiry into real life issues or problems. 

CHOOSING THE THEME FOR THE EXHIBITION:  

The students were encouraged to take complete ownership of their learning. They chose the 

theme for the exhibition with the guidance of the facilitator. 

 

FRAMING THE CENTRAL IDEA &LINES OF INQUIRY: 

The students collaboratively framed the central idea and lines of inquiry by connecting the 

key concepts and related concepts to the inquiry lines. Further students will further be 



exploring and documenting their understanding of an issue or opportunity of personal 

significance. 

 

  
 

 

PYP Collaboration meeting – 25th Jan 
2021 
 

The PYP collaboration meeting was held on the 25th Jan 2021 and the following were 

discussed. 

 

 A walkthrough on the Toddle platform recommended for IB Schools. 

 An introduction to the Toddle Portal and about the facilitator was done. 

 Toddle is a collaboration platform for PYP and MYP teachers, designed by IB 

educators. 

 Toddle seamlessly integrates curriculum planning, evidence collection, student 

portfolios, reporting, and parent communication - all from one beautiful interface - 

and helps teachers focus on the important things. 



 Toddle is officially licensed by the IB 

 Launched in March 2019, Toddle is already used by more than 1,000 IB schools 

 It was originated by a group of facilitators from the Ahmedabad International school 

to make access easy for all IB Schools. 

 Discussions on the newly added user-friendly portal which connects parents. students 

and teachers have announcement and sections which can be observed by the parents. 

 Toddle Portal easy to navigate, very visual. search engine to all IB sample planners 

could be seen. 

 IB guidance available at the click of the button, designing central ideas, simplified 

texts  

 Standalone teachers, subject teachers also could plan their contents. 

 Link to different assessment tools. create rubrics, checklist and recording and storing 

all report details. 

 Report card can be customized with relevant multimedia and colourful elements 

reflected on the report card. 

 One of the main advantages is during evaluation time there is a auto set up which can 

retrieve information, evidence and stored documents of the Primary years programme. 



 Outcome: Teachers comprehended the Toddle portal and the contents that was 

articulated. 

 



      

 

Republic Day Celebration – 26th Jan 
2021 

Republic Day celebration - Live and Virtual  

 

Gateway IB celebrated this 72nd Republic Day celebration with live flag hoisting and a GIS IB 

Parade on the virtual platform. The students, parents and the teachers along with our esteemed 

Principal ensured the success of this event.  

A very proud and a patriotic moment !!! 

 



 

 
Guest Lecture  - 27th Jan 2021 

Guest lecture by Ms.Lavaya Veera  parent of  Rudhra Veera of PYP 5 

The students of PYP 5 participated in a guest lecture for Unit 4 on the Transdisciplinary 

theme ‘How we organize ourselves,’ and the central idea, ‘The government's impact on the 

lives of citizens to make a better society.’ 

Discussions and learning engagements were done on “The functions of the Indian 

government.’ The students got a deep insight into the real-life application where the lecturer 

explained thoroughly about different branches of the government, the passing of a bill and 

suggested the class to have a law book.  

The students benefitted from the lecture. This learning experience helped them connect to the 

central idea “The government’s role and impact to make a better society for citizens” 

All the terminologies and vocabulary related to the Transdisciplinary theme was dealt with, 

the students enjoyed the interactive session and had an activity connected to real -life issue. 

The students were able to connect and articulated the different roles and responsibilities of 

the three types of government. 

It was indeed a good learning experience for the students. 



 

MYP Talk – 30th Jan 2021 

 

MYP Talk was conducted on 30th January 2021, from 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM on zoom 

platform. MYP Talk is an event in which MYP 5 students were given the opportunity to 

present their personal project to the parents and teacher in order to receive constructive 

feedback. All MYP 5 students presented their project in detail with relevance to the Personal 

project criteria and strands, students also displayed their product evidence video during the 

event.  

Students received feedbacks from the principal, the personal project supervisors, teachers and 

parents. This event was helpful for the students to reflect on their project and implement 

relevant feedback to their project to make it better and achieve high levels. 



 



 
 

 

EYP – Zara, K2 

Zara reflects the IB learner profile as being 'principled 'by finishing her task on time and she 

is very keen on listening to the instructions given in the virtual classroom and is 'open-

minded' to receive suggestions that are posed to her and takes immediate steps to improve on 

them. She is always able to balance her task and maintain time management skills 

very  effectively 

 

PYP –  Heramb, PYP 4 

 

Heramb has demonstrated strong academic understanding in all subject areas. He gives his 

very best at everything every day and his work ethic and focuses on doing well are an 

inspiration to his classmates. He displays the learner profile attribute of being 

"Knowledgeable" and " Inquirer". Heramb pays close attention to details and makes sure that 

his daily work is meticulously completed. He is patient and tolerant of others and asks 

questions with confidence to get more understanding in the learning engagements. 

 

MYP – Anishwaar , MYP 3 

 

Anishwaar from MYP 3 is awarded as the MYP student of the month for January 2021. 

Anishwaar is appreciated for demonstrating the IB learner attribute of being "Principled". 

He is a responsible student, he completes all his tasks on time and strives to give his best in 

all academic and school activities, he displays honesty and fairness while collaborating with 

his peers.  

 

DP – Avaneesh, DP 1 

 

Avaneesh of DP1 is awarded the student of the month(Jan 2021) based on the learner profileS 

Communicator and Balanced.  Avaneesh is proficient in understanding and expressing  ideas 

and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of 

modes of communication.Avaneesh understands the importance of intellectual, physical and 

emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for himself and others. 

 



 

 

 FACEBOOK - Follow Gateway IB Continuum World School @ 

https://www.facebook.com/GatewayIBSchool . 

We post events of GIS 'Learning Engagements'.    

                                                                         

www.gatewaytheschool.edu.in 

 

THANK YOU !!! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GatewayIBSchool
http://www.gatewaytheschool.edu.in/
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