
                    NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2022 
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This edition of Newsletter brings to the events and happenings of the 

month of January 2022. 
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PYP Collaboration – 3rd Jan 2022 

 

PYP - Reflection and glimpse of Term 1, UOI-consolidated planners, Student &Teachers portfolio, 

Managebac completion, Students Reporting 

 

 Discussion - Unit Introduction session, SLC & PTM 

 

 Policies - Brainstorming. 

 Teachers were instructed to complete the consolidated unit planner in the portal Managebac to the 

earliest and were asked to upload the teacher’s and student’s portfolios.  

 Additional language annual plan was revised during the collaboration meeting and standalone 

planners were reviewed. The teachers were briefed on the Standalone additional language that 

should be integrated into UOI. 

 The SEN coordinator was advised to identify the special learners and make worksheets according to 

their level to check their progress. 

 Discussions on the student-led conference {SLC} that was to be conducted this week, the 

importance of SLC for PYP students, and how to conduct it in a virtual platform to reflect their 

learning through PPT and to allow students to demonstrate the inquiry cycle to their parents taking 

into consideration their active agency. 

 The importance of self-initiated action and service action was also discussed and to be detailed out 

during the SLC. 

 The brainstorming of the policies was initiated. 

 

Online Classes for MYP – Covid Restrictions 

The online classes resumed on 03/01/2022 in the new year after the winter break for students from MYP1 to 

MYP3. MYP4 and MYP5 had their offline classes on campus.The term examination papers were discussed 

with the students by the respective subject teachers. 

Based on the rise in number of covid cases, adhering to the government decree the classes were changed to 

online mode from 06th Jan 2022. 

 

 

 



Unit Introduction session EYP &PYP  - 5th and 6th Jan 2022 

To give a comprehensive overview of the unit to parents, the unit Introduction happened on, 5th &6th for the 

EYP & PYP consecutively, the EYP parents had a glimpse of the Unit 3 sessions and the PYP parents were 

presented to the 4th unit of Inquiry and on the different transdisciplinary themes & the central ideas. A 

presentation was done where a framework and gist on every subject were discussed upon. The parents were 

briefed on how the unit will be taught during the virtual platform, using several interactive apps such as 

padlet and book widgets. They enjoyed the session, provided their feedback and suggestions on the concepts 

that could be included for the present theme which is an integral part of the unit. 

 

PYP 1-5, Student-Led Conference – 7th Jan 2022 

The learners presented their conceptual understanding of the three units and reflected their understanding, 

knowledge, and comprehension. The students proudly led the conference and took responsibility for their 

learning and progress as they showcased their learning to their parents.This was an opportunity to share 

their learning with their parents, friends, and relatives, as they discussed their goals for every unit and 

shared the strategies that helped them achieve success.  

The students explained on their portfolio the collection of their work and the PowerPoint presentation which 

were the learnings that they did and reflected the actions throughout the Kath Murdock Inquiry cycle. A few 

students had their chart presentations and explained them to their parents.The learners successfully shared 

their knowledge and their understandings. Their participation, knowledge sharing, discussions, and answers 

from the units were profound and the parents were very happy to see their performance. 



 

 

 



 

EYP &PYP - Parent Teacher Meeting –8th Jan 2022 

The Parents’ teacher meeting was held in the virtual platform for the EYP &PYP classes, the parents 

attended the meeting and discussed their child’s performance academically as they received their wards 

consolidated term 1 report. They were elated to understand the proceedings and the learning and teaching 

methodology that was done in the classroom. 

The feedback of parents on the student’s growth of improvement and their support towards their ward was 

appealing and satisfying. 

Many parents praised the work of the teachers and appreciated the way the teachers were dedicated, 

committed, and sincere in developing the child’s growth and to bring out the attributes of the IB learner 

profile, and also developing their skills.Further, they stated that they were happy to have joined the GIS IB 

school and were satisfied with the management and all the teachers who were involved in their child’s  

progress.  

 



SLC – MYP – 8th Jan 2022 

One of the important IB approaches to learning is at the heart of student agency emphasizing “voice and 

choice”, where students take responsibility for their actions. In view of this, a virtual student-led conference 

was conducted on 08/01/2022(Saturday) by the students to let their parents know about their learning in the 

first term. 

A student-led conference is a pre-planned meeting in which students demonstrate responsibility for 

their academic performance by providing a review of their work for parents and teachers.  

 

Teachers role in helping students prepare for the conference: 

1. Guide students in the collection of work samples and review of learning goals. 

2. Review learning goals. 

3. Explain the conference as a learning process to parents. 

4. Organize the conference area for successful communication. 

5. Set up a conferencing schedule. 

 
 

PTM – MYP – 8th Jan 2022 
 

Parent teachers meeting was conducted online for the 

classes from MYP1 to MYP4 to discuss the academic 

performance of the students. The parents met the subject 

teachers online and got the feedback about the students 

based on the report card in the time allotted to them. 

Feedback was collected from the parents also for our 

improvement. 

 

 



 
Parents’ feedback: 

 
 

 

 

PTM – DP – 8th Jan 2022 

Parent teachers meeting was conducted online for DP2 and DP1 to discuss the academic performance of the 

students.The parents met the subject teachers online and got the feedback about the students based on the 

report card in the time allotted to them. Feedback was collected from the parents also for our improvement. 

 



 
 

Pongal celebrations – 13th Jan 2022 
 

The community of GIS always proves nothing could stop its overflowing happiness. Gratitude is one of the 

high values of humankind, in view of expressing gratitude to nature GIS conducted virtual pongal 

celebration on 12th Jan 2022.  

 
The Pongal celebration for the students and staff of Gateway IB school was conducted online at 9.30 am via 

Gmeet. The students, Maathangi and Tanuja hosted the event in the presence of all students, teaching and 

non-teaching staff. Annie from the 

NGO, Arise and shine made a plea to 

the kids and children to support the 

cause of putting a roof over the heads of 

25 gypsy families. The gypsy kids also 

interacted with our kids and the plea to 

get them an education was also raised. 

It was a thoughtful way to include a 

cause of such magnitude on this 

auspicious day!  

 

Our kids were vibrant in their 

performances that ranged from dance to 

singing to cooking sweet pongal with 

their parents. The teachers and students 

were all dressed in ethnic best and the 

principal mam wrapped up the events of 

thr day with a stellar speech 

highlighting the importance of the day. 

The event came to an end with a wrap up vote of thanks speech by Niranjan.  

 

Despite these terrible times, the students and teachers have equally worked together in commemorating all  



significant events like such to create a cohesive and vibrant environment for kids. The most appreciable part 

is the fact that the efforts have shone so well that the bridge between virtual platforms and physical 

platforms have become so minimal with such amazingly coordinated events like these!  

 

 
 

 

PYP Collaboration Meeting – 19th Jan 2022 

The following were discussed in the PYP Collaboration Meeting  

 The Teachers were asked to update the program of inquiry and make necessary updates as soon as 

possible. 

 Important requirements for Evaluation were discussed where teachers were asked to sort 3 units 

planner, evidence, and stages of learning (inquiry cycle). 

 A description of how the PYP exhibition is organized and managed was given.  

 Teachers were briefed on the Duties and the timetable as part of responsibilities that were assigned 

and how to mentor the students was also discussed. A detailed description was given to them as few 

of the teachers were not familiar with the students and on the exhibition process. 

 Orientation for Mentors was provided where the PRC was taken as a resource and features and 

purpose of the exhibition were examined. The teachers understood the details and were asked to read 

through the PRC and refer to every aspect of the document which gives them an explanation more of 

their roles and responsibilities as mentoring the students. 

 

 



 
 

 

 



Collaboration Meeting – 19th Jan 2022 

            A collaboration meeting was held with the programme coordinators to discuss the current Covid 

Situation and a decision was made to shift to online classes for the students until the situation eases. A 

separate schedule has been made for DP2 students to provide them with support to complete their internal 

assessments and extended essays and TOK. DP1 CAS presentation was decided to be conducted on 26th 

January 2022 post the Republic Day programme. 

           As a step to the preparation for the IB Evaluation process, deadlines were planned to complete the 

Programme development plan, Self-study Questionnaire and academic documents for all the programmes. 

  

 

MYP Collaboration - 20th January 2022 

MYP collaboration meeting was conducted and a brief explanation about IDU was given to the teachers. 

Followed by this, the subjects for integration from MYP1 to MYP5 were discussed and finalized.  

PTM – MYP - 21st January 2022 

PTM was conducted for one of the parents of MYP5 to address the academic performance of the student in 

the first term.   

 



 

Programme Development Plan Evaluation Visit – 22nd Jan 2022 

The Head of the School conducted a whole school meeting between 10am to 12noon in view of the 

evaluation visit. 

The discussion was all about finalising the areas for programme development. At the end of the discussion, 

it was agreed that the teachers would be divided into 2 groups and will work on Academic integrity and 

Local and global issues as part of PDP. It was decided that the collaboration meeting for the evaluation visit 

will be conducted in the forthcoming weeks on Wednesday(4pm to 5pm) and Friday(3pm to 4pm). 

 

 

 

 

 



Guest Lecture – Story time with Ms.Hannah – 21st Jan 2022 

 

Storytelling is a universal and traditional art form that has featured strongly in Indian culture as an effective 

communication tool. It can be used to inform, entertain and educate. It is often used as a medium to ingrain 

values, improve reading skills and open the minds of children to worlds beyond imagination. 

A virtual story-time was thus organized for our students by Dr. Lynette Johnson, the PYP-4 Homeroom 

Facilitator. We had in our midst, Ms. Hannah Lauvanya, an avid reader and an aspiring writer. She is also a 

proud home library owner of nearly 10,000 books. The session was indeed valuable and distinct. Children 

found it interested and engrossed in the story of “The Wild Swans”, a literary fairy tale by Hans Christian 

Andersen about a  princess named Elisa who rescues her 11 brothers from a spell cast by an evil queen. This 

was told to them with creative gestures and facial expressions. The appropriate use of voice modulation and 

body language infused passion, enhanced imagination and expression, introduced our children to new 

horizons of storytelling.  

It was an informative and highly interactive session where our children were also introduced to the different 

genres of books. They were thrilled to see her vast volumes of books and understood that reading not only 

improves one’s language and general knowledge but also serves to strengthen their imagination and bring 

back the wonder and magic that should fill and permeate every childhood. 

Our resource person wishes to become a writer and revive the wonder that gadgets have taken away from 

our children’s lives. She also challenged our young learners to imbibe virtues such as patience, love, 

courage, sacrifice, and the heart to forgive, as shown by Elisa the princess, from today’s storytime.  

This session had so much to offer our students: it developed their listening and communication skills, 

improved concentration and memory, brought experiences alive, created a sense of wonder, and helped 

sequence events.  

 



 

PYP Collaboration Meeting – 24th Jan 2022 

The PYP Collaboration meeting was conducted on 24th Jan and the following were discussed. 

 Evaluation PYP documents -A Review 

 PRC-https://resources.ibo.org/pyp/works/pyp_11162-51463?root=1.6.2.10.5.3 

 Exhibition planning, structuring & documenting-PRC reference 

 Teacher’s reflection -Padlet. 

 Discussion on the Teachers’ responsibility -PYP Exhibition. 

 Teachers reviewed the PRC to understand better the features, processes, and outcomes of the PYP 

exhibition. It also gave them an idea and helped them to plan, structure, and execute the actions to 

help the students to consolidate the best learning outcomes through the PYP exhibition. 

 A short reflection of the teachers using the Digital application tool, ‘The Padlet’ to reflect on the 

understanding of the PYP Exhibition and their views on the PRC information on the practices that 

need to be followed towards the exhibition process served a great help and supported the teachers to 

go ahead in constructively leading the students. 

 Teachers gave their reflections on their understanding and actions to be taken to facilitate the 

children throughout the process.  

 An exemplar of the PYP exhibition plan draft was displayed to know the sequence and content of 

PPT to be prepared by the students in which the mentors will facilitate and guide them. 

 The duties and responsibilities of the PYP teachers were briefed in which they have to help the 

students to choose their issue, plan of action, and their personal and service-oriented action.  

https://resources.ibo.org/pyp/works/pyp_11162-51463?root=1.6.2.10.5.3


 

           

                             

          

Programme Development Plan Collaboration Meeting: 24th Jan 2022 

           The team Incharge teachers Ms Lynette and Ms Priyanka along with Ms Dhivya Nageswari 

collaboratively discussed the strategies to guide the teachers to frame the Programme Development plan. 

The plan has been made to formulate the programme development plan. As an outcome of the discussion, 



the programme standards and practices were assigned for teachers to keep it ready during the collaboration 

planned on 26th January 2022. 

 

Virtual Republic Day Competition – 24th Jan 2022 

• The 73rd Republic Day celebrations took place on the virtual platform with great passion and 

enthusiasm. The students participated with great enthusiasm and patriotic fervor. It was indeed a day 

of joy, a day to love and respect our country. 

• There were various competitions for the different grade levels, the students showcased their talents 

and were patriotic towards their country while performing as they recorded their performance and it 

was presented on the virtual platform to be viewed by the whole school. 

• Children enthusiastically participated in a competition where they had to form the Indian map with 

materials available at home. 

 

 

 



 

  

 



 

MUN - 24th January 2022 
 

Model United Nation(MUN) is a popular activity where hundreds of thousands of students worldwide take 

part every year at all educational levels. Many of today’s leaders in law, government, business and the arts – 

including at the UN itself – participated in Model UN as students.  

Considering this, we have decided to train our students on preparing for MUN and organise an intra school 

MUN in this term. In view of this, a resource person Mr. Adarsh Manoj, (student pursuing 2 degrees at 

Christ University, Delhi) who has chaired and organised for more than 10 MUN, was invited to conduct a 

brainstorming session for the students from MYP1 to MYP4.  

 

 
 

24th January 2022 
 

A collaboration meeting was attended by the Head of the School along with the coordinators with 

Ms.Priyadarshini Ramteke, IB Workshop Leader to discuss the needs of the upcoming in-school workshop 

on Global Context. 



 
DP1 CAS Presentation – 26th Jan 2022 

       On 26th January 2022, Students of DP1 made a presentation on the various CAS Experiences 

performed by them during the academic year 2021-2022. Students gained feedback from our MYP 

Coordinator Ms Dharakeswari on the ways to improve their CAS experiences in the various upcoming 

events proposed by the students. 

   

PDP Meeting – 26th Jan 2022 

       On 26th Jan 2022, afternoon between 2pm to 3pm the Team incharge of creating PDP for Academic 

Integrity conducted the meeting with the team and discussed on the framing of the focus question and the 

teachers were recommended to map the standards and practices relevant to the chosen questions before the 



scheduled meeting on 28th Jan 2022.

 

PDP Meeting 2  

       The teachers reviewed and got clarity on enhancing the document. Important points were noted from 

the program development plan related to global and local issues. It was a fruitful discussion.  

 

 

Republic Day Flag Hoisting and Certificate distribution – 26th Jan 2022 

• The Flag hoisting ceremony was live-streamed from the school campus. 

• The program started with the Tamil Thai valthu and ended with our National Anthem 

• The students were excited to receive the virtual certificates as it was awarded to the winners to 

motivate their talents. 



• There was a speech delivered by one of our facilitators Ms. Tabinda which enlightened us.

 

 



 

Guest Lecture - Understanding Culture and Family Traditions -  28th Jan 2022 

Ms. Lynette had invited guests globally to address the students’ understanding of different cultures that are 

not only critical but also promote ample coexistence. Developing an understanding of other cultures, or 

‘cultural awareness’, that have more meaningful interactions with those around us.  Building respect and 

empathy for other people, and celebrating their differences as well as their similarities makes us less likely 

to treat someone differently, just because they are from a different culture or ethnicity than us. 



To help our students understand this, our PYP 3,4&5 students were directly able to interact with our 

resource people Ms. Lupita Navarro and Ms. Chrysatabelle Foster hailing from Mexico and the 

United Kingdom. The sessions were highly informative and interactive.  

Our young learners understood that embracing different cultures allows them to experience what it's like to 

be a part of a community other than their own. The fact that cultural awareness and acceptance can help 

break down cultural barriers while interacting with people of different ackgrounds was clearly understood 

from the guest lecture sessions. 

 

 



  

Saibsa Workshop for Mathematics 

     Our DP Math Facilitator Ms Rathna attended the Saibsa workshop on Math IA and she gained insight on 

encouraging students to complete their Math IA and Extended Essay. 

 

DP Collaboration Meeting: 27th Jan 2022 

           The completed unit planners were reviewed for its mapping with TOK and CAS connections. 

Teachers were instructed to complete the unit planners and upload in the Unit planners for evaluation folder 

before 6 PM on 28th January 2022. The unit planners and unit reports were expected to complete by 

Saturday before 6 PM. The Summative assessment dates were also finalized for the month of February. 

 

 



PTM – MYP - 29th January 2022 
Parent teacher meeting was conducted from 9.30am to 12.30pm for MYP 5 students to discuss the students’ 

performance during the first term. 

 

 
 

Programme Development Plan Collaboration Meeting  

        The Second meeting towards Programme development plan was conducted on 28th January 2022 from 

3 PM to 4:30 PM. Teachers collaboratively worked together to map the standards and practices relevant to 

the chosen goal for framing the Programme Development plan.  

 

 



                                                         

 

Hishaan - EYP 

Hishaan Vijay has shown an amazing commitment to his learning and has acquired the IB learner's profile 

as being a knowledgeable child and a good communicator. He actively participated in all the tasks given 

during the learning and has shown tremendous excitement and commitment in displaying his work. He has 

developed a great affinity for virtual classes and takes responsibility in responding to his peers 

using gestures and body language. He can adapt to different situations in the class and is a happy child 

whose passion is to learn more and to gain a lot of information. 

Jebin – PYP(1 – 3)  

Jebin is a very hardworking and consistent performer. He submits all the work on time and attends classes 

regularly. He displays the learner profile of being principled,  knowledgeable, and a risk-taker. He continues 

to challenge himself by adapting to different situations and emerges as a winner. He is also very caring and 

respectful and obeys all the rules. Jebin has excellent reading skills and participates in all activities with 

support. He is a patient learner and a very good observer. He keeps the class and the assembly lively with 

his singing skills. We appreciate the effort he had shown and the progress that he has made throughout the 

learning engagements. 

  

RON – PYP (4 & 5) 

Ron has demonstrated tremendous leadership and research skills for the unit  "Experimentation helps the 

society progress".He participates, asks questions, and shares information with his peers. Ron is a great 

example of a student who puts in a lot of effort in everything he does. Selfless, caring, and hardworking are 

ways to describe what a great student he is.  Each day he is filled with enthusiasm and is always so eager to 

engage in the lesson or activity for the day.  He goes beyond expectations and always strives to do his 

best.   It has been a true pleasure to have Ron and we are more than proud of him as the Best  Student for 

the month of January.  He displays the learner profile as Principled and Balanced. 

Rion  – MYP (1 – 3) 

 

Rion Santhosh is an active and a disciplined student who exhibits the learner profile Principled and 

Knowledgeable. Rion shows explicit interest in learning and other extracurricular activities which makes 

him an outstanding student. He shares his perspectives with open mindedness of accepting the views of 

others. He is a student who strives hard with diligence to achieve the best output.  

 

Iniya Baskaran (MYP 5) 

Iniya Baskaran is a studious and an intelligent student who exhibits the learner profile Communicator and 

Inquirer. She is a disciplined and interactive student who expresses her views independently and also 

accepts the perspectives of the peers and teachers. Iniya is a student of creativity and curiosity with loads of 

ideas and learning. She exhibits her hard work and knowledge to reach her goal in the best way possible.  
 

 



Sivasubramanian Swaminathan- DP1 

Siva Swaminathan of DP 1 is the Student of the Month for January 2022. He is an avid Thinker and 

Communicator. Siva has always been a good communicator, expressing his thoughts in the classand never 

being hesitant to get his doubts clarified with the teachers. 

 



 
 

High Fever 

Dry Cough 

Sore Throat 

Difficulty in Breathing 

 

HOW IT SPREADS  

Air by Cough or Sneeze 

Personal Contact 

Contaminated Objects 

Mass Gathering 

PREVENTION  

Wash your Hands often 

Wear a Face Mask 

Avoid Contact with Sick People 

Always Cover Your Cough or Sneeze 

 

 
STAY SAFE , GET VACCINATED AND MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING 

 

TOGETHER WE CAN FIGHT THIS PANDEMIC 

 

 

 

 

                           COVID – 19 SYMPTOMS 

 



 
 

      

 
 

FACEBOOK - Follow Gateway IB 

Continuum World School @ 

https://www.facebook.com/GatewayIBSc

hool . We post events of GIS 'Learning 

Engagements'. 

www.gatewayschools.edu.in 

THANK YOU !!! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GatewayIBSchool
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http://www.gatewayschools.edu.in/
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